	4-H MEMBERSHIP ACROSS COUNTY LINES
(to be implemented September 1, 1994;

approved by Administrative Cabinet 12/93)

Ohio State University Extension administers the 4-H youth development education program whose mission is to develop youth to reach their fullest potential as capable, competent, caring, and contributing citizens. Each county in Ohio conducts the 4-H youth development program to accomplish this goal.

In order to affirm Ohio Extension’s position concerning cross county (and/or cross state line) 4-H membership and to establish guidelines in this area to fulfill the above mission, the following philosophy and process statements are provided.

· Youth are expected to affiliate with the program in their county of residence.

· Four-H membership in two counties simultaneously is not possible.

· Cross state line membership will be considered the same as for cross county participation.

· It is recognized that limited situations may occur where membership in a county other than the county of residence might be positive. The 4-H Educators in both counties must be in agreement that the change should occur. This agreement should be based on their professional judgment in accord with the opening paragraph of this policy.

· Consideration for membership in a county other than the county of residence should be given only in situations where a positive educational experience will result.  Any change motivated by perceived competitive or sale advantage, any change due to controversial issues, or other similar motivations will not be seen as justified reasons for consideration for membership in a county other than the county of residence, and should be automatically rejected by the agents involved.

· Any consideration for membership in a county other than the county of residence, within the limits of this policy and not addressed by the above statements should be brought to the attention of the county chair, district 4-H specialist and/or district director by county 4-H Educator. This support team will then provide leadership for decisions in these special situations.
OVER




REQUEST FOR 4-H MEMBERSHIP ACROSS COUNTY LINES

(This form is to be submitted by all youth who wish to belong to 4-H in any county other than the county where they live.)

Steps to follow:

· Fully complete this form.

· Send to the Extension Office in which 4-H membership is being requested (“county of request”).

· The 4-H Educator in your “county of residence” and the “county of request” will review your request.  Please be aware that Ohio 4-H rules state that “any change motivated by perceived competitive or sale advantage, any change due to controversial issues, or other similar motivations will be automatically rejected.”

· The 4-H Educator in the “county of residence” will respond to you with the joint decision.

PLEASE PRINT: 

Date of request _______________  School District attending______________________________
County of request ____________________  County of residence __________________________
Name  _________________________________________________________________________
































































































_____________________________ 

Age (as of January 1, current year) ________          Phone number _________________________

Address _________________________________ City __________________  Zip ____________

PREVIOUS MEMBERS ONLY:

     
Years in 4-H ____  What counties ____________________ Projects taken __________________
ALL APPLICANTS:

 What projects will you be taking during the coming year? _______________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Why are you seeking 4-H membership outside your county of residence?


______________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________
Signature of Applicant __________________________________________________________________

Signature of Parent/Guardian _____________________________________________________________

	FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

____ Approved with restrictions as follows:
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____ Not approved

Signature of 4-H Educator ___________________________________________________

Signature of 4-H Educator ___________________________________________________




Y:/Carolyn/2005MembershipAcrossCountyLines.doc
� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








[image: image2.png]


_974804234.doc
[image: image1.png]






