
*If the writer does not address the writing prompt, they cannot score higher than 25 points.

_______/50
45-50

Strong, Effective

40-44

Adequate

35-39

Developing
30-34

Emerging

29 and below

Expectations Not
Met

Focus and Details

______/20

Prompt is addressed
fully, evidence used
supports the prompt
and is detailed. Ideas
are clear. The
connection between
prompt and evidence
is clear.

Prompt is addressed,
evidence used
supports the prompt.
The connection
between prompt and
evidence is mostly
clear.

Prompt is addressed
but evidence used
does not fully support
the prompt. Details
are inconsistently
clear and the author’s
evidence is somewhat
clear. The connection
made between prompt
and evidence is
somewhat clear.

Prompt is addressed,
but evidence used
loosely supports the
prompt. Details are
unclear and the
connection made
between prompt and
evidence is weak.

Prompt is not
addressed and the
purpose of the essay
is not clear. Evidence
used is unclear and
the connection made
between prompt and
the evidence does not
exist.

Voice and Tone

______/15

The author’s purpose
of writing is very clear.
The author’s
extensive knowledge
and/or experience
with the topic is/are
evident. The author
uses vivid words and
phrases. The choice
and placement of
words seems
accurate, natural, and
not forced.

The author’s purpose
of writing is mostly
clear. The author’s
knowledge and/or
experience with the
topic is/are mostly
evident. The author
uses vivid words and
phrases. The choice
and placement of
words seem
somewhat accurate,
natural but a little
forced.

The author’s purpose
of writing is somewhat
clear. The author’s
knowledge and/or
experience with the
topic is/are somewhat
evident. The author
uses some vivid
words and phrases.
The choice and
placement of words is
inaccurate at times
and/or seems
overdone.

The author’s
knowledge and/or
experience with the
topic is/are limited.
The writer uses a
limited vocabulary.
Jargon or clichés may
be present and
detract from the
meaning.

The author’s purpose
for writing is not clear.
The author’s
knowledge and/or
experience with the
topic is not evident.

Organization

_______/10

Essay is broken up in
a way that flows. The
introduction is inviting,
states the main topic,
and provides an
overview of the paper.
Information is relevant
and presented in a

Essay has clear
introduction, structure
and conclusion but
flow /transitions are
not consistent from
one idea to the next or
logical order is not
clear.

Essay has 2 of 3;
clear introduction,
structure, and/or
conclusion. Logical
order is not clear.
Essay struggles to
flow/transition from
one idea to the next.

Essay has 1 of 3 clear
introduction, structure
or conclusion. The
essay has no logical
order. Essay does not
flow/transition from
one idea to the next.

Essay attempts but
there is no clear
introduction, structure,
or conclusion. The
essay has no logical
order. The essay has
no flow/transition from
one idea to the next.



logical order. The
conclusion is strong.

Conventions

______/5

Essay demonstrates
an excellent grasp of
language rules
including few to no
errors in punctuation,
capitalization,
sentence formation,
and spelling .
Understanding is
clear.

Essay demonstrates
an adequate grasp of
language rules in
spite of some errors in
punctuation,
capitalization,
sentence formation,
and spelling.
Understanding is
clear.

Essay demonstrates a
partial grasp of
language rules but
inconsistent use of
some grammar
basics. The author
makes several errors
in grammar,
mechanics, and/or
spelling that interfere
with understanding.

Essay demonstrates a
partial grasp of
language rules but
inconsistent use of
some grammar
basics. The author
makes several errors
in grammar,
mechanics, and/or
spelling that greatly
interfere with
understanding.

Essay demonstrates a
need to review
language rules.
Author makes
numerous errors in
grammar, mechanics,
and spelling that
significantly interfere
with understanding.


