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FRANKLIN COUNTY 4-H BY THE NUMBERS

Project EnrollmentJoin at any age

For more than 120 years, Franklin County 4-H youth 
development has ignited the spark that kindles experience, 
service, and knowledge among youth. Members tackle the 
challenges of exploring new topics through projects, and they 
develop important relationships with friends and others, which 
leads to lifelong learning. In 4-H, youth find their spark!

1.75%
2.07%

3.76%
6.84%

10.98%
11.51%

7.27%

6.47%
10.19%

8.86%
11.78%

8.65%
7.53%

0.02%

FRANKLIN COUNTY 4-H FUNDERS AND SUPPORTERS



4-H Community Clubs
A 4-H community club is an organized group of at least five youth from three different families who meet regularly 
with trained adult volunteers for a long-term, progressive series of educational experiences, fun and learning. 
Most clubs hold monthly, or bi-monthly meetings attended by members and their parents. A well-organized 4-H 
club meeting provides opportunities for every member to be involved.

The purpose of a 4-H club is to provide positive youth development opportunities to meet the needs of young 
people to experience belonging, mastery, independence, and generosity—the Essential Elements—and to foster 
educational opportunities tied to the Land Grant University knowledge base.

4-H community club membership is open to all youth beginning at age 5 and in kindergarten through age 18. 4-H 
Club membership is open to all youth without regard to race, color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, marital 
status, disability, or public assistance. 

STRUCTURE OF A 4-H CLUB:
• Enrolls at least 5 youth members 

from at least 3 families.
• Conducts 6-24 regular meetings 

throughout the year.
• Selects youth officers to provide 

leadership to the club.
• Meets in any location—a home, 

community center, library, etc.
• Is advised by adult volunteers who 

have been screened and trained.

39
Community Clubs

Serendipity 4-H Club Cloverbuds



Community Club 
Member Enrollment

Youth are eligible for 4-H membership as a Cloverbud when a child is age five as of Jan. 1 of the current year and is 
enrolled in kindergarten. Youth are eligible for membership in the 4-H club program when a child is at least age 
eight as of Jan. 1 of the current year and is enrolled in third grade. Ohio 4-H membership ends Dec. 31 of the year 
in which an individual becomes 19-years-old. Membership begins when an eligible individual is enrolled in a club 
or group that operates within the scope of Ohio State University Extension and is under the direction of a trained 
adult who has completed the Ohio State University Extension volunteer selection process.



4-H Adult Volunteers
Volunteers help make 4-H possible and are an essential part of the overall program. More than 125 adult 
volunteers participate in the Franklin County 4-H program each year. 4-H volunteers have the opportunity to 
contribute their time, energies, talents, and knowledge to help develop youth in a positive, educational way. The 
Franklin County 4-H program is dependent on its incredible adult volunteers to reach the youth of our county. Each 
time a new volunteer gets involved with the 4-H program; the number of children that benefit from 4-H programs 
increases!

2023 VOLUNTEER DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES:
• 2 orientation trainings for new volunteers
• 2 club management trainings
• 2 protecting minors from abuse trainings
• 1 junior fair update

Adult Volunteers

Patricia Brundige, 4-H volunteer from 
the Fantastic Futures 4-H Club, was 
awarded the National ESP Friend of 
Extension Award for continuous 
support of Extension work in Franklin 
County. 

Gerry Zwayer was presented 
a proclamation from State 
Representative Stephanie 
Kunze during the Franklin 
County Fair to celebrate the 
50th Anniversary of the 
Groveport Buttoneers 4-H 
Club. 
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Walk & Serve

4-H Members
Youth are gaining confidence by 
teaching others in a one-on-one 
setting while part of a large-
scale event. Their confidence is 
applied to their personal 
development while realizing the 
potential of leadership, public 
speaking, teamwork, and 
problem-solving skills within 
them.

Community 
Participants
Individuals who participate in Walk & 
Serve learn about community needs, 
area organizations serving those needs, 
build a deeper sense of compassion for 
others, and feel a sense of 
accomplishment when completing the 
projects.

Community 
Organizations
Community organizations enjoy the 
opportunity to share their purpose 
with community-minded 
participants, receive finished 
products to serve their mission, and 
benefit from networking with other 
non-profit organizations.



2023 4-H Walk & Serve

16 
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17 
Non-Profit 
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164 
4-H Members
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Completed Service 

Projects

Service Projects
 85 snack & toiletry bags
 80 silk scarves
 100 birthday bags
 285 ornaments
 80 squirrel pouches
 19 blankets
 120 table favors
 75 paper pots
 1000 plant markers
 220 hygiene/birthday/pet bags
 150 stuffed animals
 72 fleece blankets
 47 dog toys
 42 dog blankets
 10 snuffle mats
 128 toiletry pouches
 60 rice socks
 100 care packages
 90 woven placemats

139 Runners / Walkers

97 Volunteers

695 Kilometers Covered

Impact at a Glance

Clover 5K



4-H Camp

• 47 Camp Counselors
• 14-18 year olds
• 10 training meetings
• 62 training hours

• 154 Campers
• 9-13 year olds
• $5,000 in camperships awarded

4-H Camp gives youth the opportunity to develop leadership 
and responsibility skills while increasing self-esteem and 
independence in a group living situation away from home.
4-H Camp offers a wide variety of workshops and activities 
that include nature, sports, science, dancing, cooking, high 
ropes, zip line, canoeing, archery, shooting sports, creeking, 
hiking, swimming, team games, arts and crafts, campfire, and 
more!



Teen Leadership
Fashion Board
• 18 members
• Sewing Project Assistance
• Partnership with L-Brands
• Franklin County Fair Fashion Revue

Teen Leadership Council
• 14 members
• Focused on local adventure opportunities 

around Franklin County. 
• Community Service Projects

Junior Fair Board
• 46 members
• 11 monthly meetings
• 30 committees
• 1 outstanding junior fair!



Franklin County Fair
• Advisor Fair Update

• 127 Club Volunteers were provided resources to 
help 4-H members prepare for the county fair.

• 871 4-H Members participated in the Fair.

• 1775 Projects Completed
• 211 Food and Nutrition
• 196 Leadership, Health, & Family Life
• 180 Clothing and Quilts
• 230 STEM and Self-Determined
• 350 Natural Resources and Shooting Sports
• 106 Companion Animals
• 259 Creative Expression
• 44 Public Speaking
• 26 Dogs 
• 173 Horses
• 529 Livestock

• 344 Market
• 185 Breeding

• 104 Cloverbuds

• Senior Fair Board Meetings
• A group of individuals elected to conduct 

business for the Franklin County Agricultural 
Society and work as a team to plan the Franklin 
County Fair. 

• 12 Monthly Meetings



Animal Science Programs

Horse Events
• EquiSTEP

• Required education session for all horse 
project members to ensure awareness 
around safety guidelines and 
competition.

• Horse Committee
• A group of individuals who provide 

leadership and organize all Franklin 
County 4-H Horse events. 

• 11 Monthly Meetings

Livestock Events
• Assuring Quality Care for Animals Training

• 2 Sessions
• 134 Market Exhibitors trained on 

how to properly care for their 
livestock projects. 

• Livestock Sale Committee
• A group of individuals who provide 

leadership and organize the annual 
livestock auction at the Franklin 
County Fair.

• 10 Monthly Meetings 



The 4-H Cloverbud program exists as a 
distinctive component within the total 4-H 

youth development program. It is designed as a 
non-formal approach to developing the 
confidence, social skills, decision making 
abilities, subject matter knowledge, and 

physical skills of kindergarten through second 
grade youth. As youth begin their 4-H 

Cloverbud experience, they take part in a 
unique blend of activities and opportunities 

specially designed for their age level.

Franklin County 
Cloverbuds



4-H Recognition Program
This year, 380 Franklin County 4-H youth 
applied for and were awarded pins and 
awards in recognition of their hard work 
and achievements in 4-H at the club, 
county, state, and national levels. Each 
4-H member has the opportunity to earn 
pins according to their level of 
involvement in the program. Pins and 
awards given at the county level include:
• Bronze Clover Pin
• Silver Clover Pin
• Gold Clover Pin
• Leadership Pin
• Community Service Pin
• Public Speaking Pin
• Cloverbud Pin
• Graduating Cloverbud Award
• Outstanding 4-H Members of the Year
• I Dare You Awards 

Each year,  Franklin County 4-H teens can apply for incredible state and national trips and award opportunities. 
These experiences provide once in a lifetime opportunities for the youth to meet other amazing 4-H members 
from around the state, country, and world. These opportunities are offered to teens who submit the Ohio 4-H 
Achievement Form. Some of these opportunities include:
• Citizenship Washington Focus
• Ohio 4-H Leadership Camp
• Camp Canopy: Forestry & Wildlife Conservation Camp
• Ohio 4-H Sea Camp
• Senior Shooting Education Camp
• Buckeye Leadership Workshop
• National 4-H Congress

Award Opportunities



4-H SPIN Clubs are SPecial INterest clubs where K-12 youth 
focus on just one topic to explore for a short duration. SPIN 
Clubs take place in schools, afterschool programs, 
recreation centers, non-profits, and YMCAs to name just a 
few. 4-H SPIN Clubs meet for a total of six hours or more for 
a set time frame and are taught by 4-H Extension personnel, 
trained 4-H volunteers, Franklin County Master Gardener 
Volunteers, teachers, 4-H members and others with a 
passion for and knowledge of a topic.

2023 4-H In-person SPIN Clubs

173 Youth participated in 13 4-H 
Special Interest SPIN Clubs in
 Art

Agriculture
Garden
Polar



Franklin County 4-H school garden programs are for educators, youth and others 
who would like to engage in school gardening.  School gardening has well-
researched benefits, and positively impacts those who both participate in and/or 
mentor and teach others.  Opportunities include 4-H youth garden day camps with 
CCS youth, 4-H SPIN Clubs, in-school programs, teacher workshops, an annual school 
garden conference, and a statewide school garden support network. 

• 2023 Garden Programs for Youth
• Garden SPIN Clubs at Multiple 

Sites
• 4-H Garden Leaders Day Camps 

for CCS youth
• In-school and special 

programming
• CCS Agriculture Summer School
• Junior Master Gardener 

Programming in CCS schools

• 2023 Garden Programs for Everyone
• Ninth School Garden Conference
• 4-H Project Green Teacher Series 
• School Gardens of Ohio Network

Youth impacted:  185
Adults impacted: 126 

4-H School Garden Programs



Other 4-H Programs

2023 
CARTEENS 

Participants

394

In 2023 youth and adults participated in 
a 4-H program called CARTEENS, a 
juvenile traffic safety diversion program 
for teens and their parents/guardians. 
Chickquest, a school program where 
youth explore the lifestyle of a chick 
embryo is also popular and takes place 
throughout Franklin County.  4-H 
educators and volunteers also present at 
local events such as the EPA Water 
Festival, COSI Farm Days and more.





FRANKLIN COUNTY 4-H:
A GATEWAY TO OPPORTUNITY

• the youth development branch 
of The Ohio State University.

• guidance for youth to grow into 
responsible, skilled adults.

• a nonformal educational 
program for youth.

• a fun and educational club 
environment in which 
youth experience friends 
at meetings, social 
activities, camps, and 
fairs.

• a program that engages 
youth in learning activities.

Ohio State University 
Extension

Franklin County

2548 Carmack Road
Columbus, Ohio 43210

614-866-6900

4-H projects include rockets, dogs, cats, robotics, exploring
the outdoors, electricity, creative art, scrapbooking, photography cake 
decorating, and many more. 4-H is not just cows, plows, and cooking!

If you’d like to see what projects look like and what’s available,
check out Project Central. This website shows each book, up through
the first chapter. Visit projectcentral.ohio4h.org for more information.

4-H is:

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED!
If you would like to become a volunteer, there is a six-step process:
1.   Complete an Application
2. Signed the Standards of Behavior Form
3. Fingerprint Background Check- Must be completed within the last 11 months
4. Two references – References will be contacted upon the receipt of a completed background check. 
5. Interview – A brief interview with a Franklin County 4-H professional
6. Attend a Training – Training sessions are listed on our website.  

** Anyone over 19 years of age can become a 4-H Volunteer**

 More information can be found at: franklin.osu.edu



4-H Professionals
Beth is a 4-H Youth Development Extension Educator in Franklin County, where she 
manages 4-H programming, including the community club and camping programs. She is 
a graduate of The Ohio State University with a bachelor’s degree in Agricultural 
Education and a master’s degree in Human and Community Resource Development. 
Boomershine has been an Extension Educator for eighteen years, where she promotes 
growth in the county’s camping program, club recruitment endeavors, volunteer and 
member recognition efforts, and stewardship ventures. Boomershine serves as the state 
president of the National Association of Extension 4-H Youth Development Professionals 
and as Vice President and Finance Chair of the 4-H Camp Ohio Board of Directors. 

Sue Hogan

Rachel Stoneburner

Beth Boomershine

Sue Hogan is a 4-H Youth Development Educator for OSU Extension in Franklin County. 
She has a B.A. from Miami University in Education, and a M.S. from the College of Food, 
Agriculture and Environmental Science at OSU in the area of 4-H youth development. In 
her position she focuses on bringing programming to 4-H youth and adults who 
generally have not been involved in 4-H before. She does this through 4-H short-term 
special interest SPIN Clubs, school garden workshops and a conference, teen driving 
education, and additional project-based educational opportunities and experiences in 
schools, afterschool programs, recreation centers and more. In 2020 she was 
recognized by the National 4-H association (NAE4-HA-YDP) for Excellence in Urban 4-H 
Programming.

Rachel is a 4-H Youth Development Program Coordinator in Franklin County, where she 
assists with community club programming and county fair and 4-H camp preparations. 
She is a member of the 4-HOnline Super Users Team, Animal Science Design Team, and 
serves on the stewardship and program committees for 4-H Camp Ohio. Rachel enjoys 
working on animal science program development, volunteer training resources, and teen 
leadership opportunities. She is a graduate of The Ohio State University with a bachelor’s 
degree in Community Leadership, Extension Education and a master’s in Agricultural 
Communication, Education, and Leadership, with an Extension Education specialization. 



College of Food, Agricultural and Envirnomental Sciences

Ohio State University Extension, Franklin County

Kunz-Brundige Franklin County Extension Building
2548 Carmack Road
Columbus, OH 43210
614-866-6900 Phone
franklin.osu.edu
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