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Types of Lilacs

Å4 Series: Common (Syringa), Littleleaf
(Pubescentes), Late (Villosae), Tree (Ligustrina)

Å (1) Common species: vulgaris, ĭhyacinthiflora, 
ĭchinensis, ĭpersica

Å (2) Littleaf species: pubescens, patula, microphylla
Å (3) Late species: josikaea, komarowii, tomentella, 
ĭprestoniae, ĭjosiflexa, ĭhenryi, ĭswegiflexa

Å (4) Tree species: reticulata, pekinensis

ÅLILAC SERIES CANôT INTERBREED OR HYBRIDIZE
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Left to Right:

(1) Common Lilac and 

(2) Littleleaf Hairy Lilacs (patula, pubescens, 
microphylla)

Left to Right:

(3) Late Lilac and 

(4) Tree Lilacs (Japanese, Amur, Peking)

Leaf Comparisons of the Four Lilac Series



(1) Common Series: 
S. vulgaris

ÅThe common lilac in stores.

ÅComes in lilac and white colors.

ÅNative to Eastern Europe. 

ÅBrought to USA by early settlers 1700ôs.

ÅLargest flowers, mid - season May bloom.

ÅGreat lilac fragrance!



(1) Common Series: 
S. vulgaris Hybrids

ÅOver 1500 cultivars

Å7 official flower colors

Å11 bud colors
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(1) Common Series: 
S. × chinensis

ÅProtolaciniata x vulgaris (natural, we think)

ÅSmall oblong leaf.

ÅColor white (rare) to pink to lilac.

ÅGreat fragrance.

ÅOnly one, double form flower cultivar (óDuplexô).

ÅEarly blooming



(1) Common Series:  
S. × hyacinthiflora

ÅOblata x vulgaris; all are 
named cultivars.

ÅNormal vulgaris - type 
leaf; dark purple hints 
when young and in fall.

ÅAll seven Wister colors.

ÅGreat fragrance.

ÅMany singles and 
doubles; blooms earlier 
than vulgaris.

Top left clockwise : 
óSweetheartô, óDeclarationô, 
óPocahontasô, óSister Justinaô, 
óDoctor Chadwickô, óEsther 
Staleyô



(1) Common Series:
S. × persica

ÅάtŜǊǎƛŀƴ [ƛƭŀŎέ

ÅUncertain parentage; appears 1700.

ÅSmall chinensis-like leaf.

Å4 colors: white, pink, lilac, violet.

ÅGreat fragrance.

ÅSingle flower form only.



(2) Littleleaf Series:
S. pubescens

ÅKorean littleleaf lilac.

ÅSubspecies pubescens, microphylla, and 
patula.

ÅBloom at end of and after common lilac.

Å3 colors: white, pink, rare purple.

ÅMost are smaller in height.

ÅGreat lilac fragrance.

microphylla
microphylla

patula
pubescens


