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Franklin County Master Gardeners 
Vegetable Trials @ Waterman Farm 
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Veggie Trials Mission 

Determine what grows well in 
Central Ohio 

• Focus on home gardens 

• Emphasize horticultural practices 
accessible to ordinary gardeners 

• Donate produce to food pantries 

• Share our research 

• Work with other Master Gardeners  
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A Year at Veggie Trials 

• January: Selecting plant varieties 

• February: Ordering seeds, designing plot 

• March: Planting in greenhouse 

• Spring: Planting, mulching, weeding 

• Summer: Evaluating and harvesting 

• Fall: Evaluating, harvesting, cleaning up 

• Winter: Analyzing data and reporting 

• December: Celebrating with potluck! 
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Selecting Seed Varieties 

Select commercially available seeds of promising varieties 
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FCMGV 2019 Veggie Trials Plot
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Sweet Potatoes Sweet Potatoes Sweet Potatoes

Winter Squash (Honeyboat)

Winter Squash (Honeyboat)

Winter Squash (Hunter)

Winter Squash (Hunter) Melon (Petit Gris de Rennes)

Melon (Petit Gris de Rennes)

Summer Squash (Raven)

Summer Squash (Raven)

Summer Squash (Sunburst)

Summer Squash (Sunburst)

Cucumbers (Bushy)

Cucumbers (Tanja)

Peppers (Chocolate Beauty) Peppers (La Bomba)

Peppers (Italian Sweet)

Peppers (Wisconsin Lakes)

Eggplant (Galine)

Eggplant (Long Purple)Tomatoes (Amish Paste)

Tomatoes (Italian Heirloom) Tomatoes (Tasti-Lee)

Tomatoes (Chef’s Choice Orange) Tomatoes (Damsel)

Tomatoes, Cherry

(Igleheart Yellow Cherry / Valentine)

Beans (Carson) Beans (Jade) Beans (Royal Burgundy)

Peas (Sugar Snap) Potatoes, White (Kennebec) Potatoes, White (Yukon Gold)

Raised Bed Key

10   Chives

10   Lemon Balm

10   Spearmint

10   Peppermint

10   Chamomile

10

9    Parsley (Moss Curled)

9    Parsley (Single Italian Flat)

9    Basil (Sweet Italian)

8    Radish (Purple Plum)

8    Radish (Crunchy Crimson)

7    Turnips (Scarlet Queen)

7    Parsnips (Gladiator)

6    Lettuce (Forellenschluss)

6    Lettuce (Clearwater)

5    Spinach (Kolibri)

5    Onions (Stuttgarter)

4    Beets (Early Wonder Tall)

4    Beets (Boldor)

3    Carrots (Yellowstone)

3    Carrots (Danvers)

2    Kale (Scarlet)

2    Kale (Black Magic)

1    Collards (Georgia Southern)

1    Swiss Chard (Fordhook)

Sunflower (Mammoth)

Watermelon (Sugar Baby)

Watermelon (Sugar Baby)

Designing the Plot 

We grow 2-5 varieties of each vegetable. 

Waterman Farms,  Corner of Lane & Kenny  
Southeast of the FC Extension Building 
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Sowing and Nurturing Seedlings in Greenhouse 
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Planting, Mulching, Weeding 

Use our tools or bring your own. Transplanting greenhouse 
plants into garden, seeding 

rows and raised beds. 
We garden Monday and Thursday mornings. 
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Evaluating 
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Harvesting and Weighing 
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Packing Produce and Delivering to Food Banks 

We donate over 80% of our harvest to local food pantries! 
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Reporting on Our Research 

 
https://franklin.osu.edu/program-areas/master-gardener-volunteers/veggie-trials 
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To join the Veggie Trials email list, contact 

Lorraine Normore at lnormore.mg@gmail.com 


